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   Tiger basketball's annual Rebounder's High Top Party is the first of many events that get Tiger fans excited for the upcoming season. 
   
   Tom and Robin Watson host the event at their home in Germantown. 
   
   The event gives fans and donors a chance to get to know players and coaches off the court. 
   
   Expectations run high this season, with a host of upperclassmen returning for Josh Pastner.
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   "Our mentality has to be every time we step on the floor or the practice floor day by day, its just one team one goal and we are focused on what we want to do."  »
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   The Watson home is a wonderful setting to host the fundraiser

   Dinner and drinks are served on the backside of the house, as players and fans mingle around the pool. 

   Even in early September, anticipation for the season is at a fever pitch. 
   
   However, for Tarik Black, this year is all about having fun. 
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« Take SOT  Runs.. 0:08  ..do that"  
   "Just go out to play and have fun. Our first couple of years, we have burdened ourselves with expecations, like we want to do this and do that."  »
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   There are a group of new faces on the basketball team this year.

   Forwards Shaq Goodwin and Damien Wilson will join the Tigers along with junior college transfer Geron Johnson.

   Although the new players were forbidden from speaking with the media, the young guys still entertained their newest fans.
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   With the season less than two months away, Tiger basketball officially kicks off here at the Rebounder's High Top Party. 

   For Tiger fans, this is a chance to get the first look at the 2012 Tiger team.
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   The Tigers will open the season November 7th against Christian Brothers.
     
   A trip to Paradise Island over Thanksgiving for the "Battle for Atlantis" is the class of the schedule, with a chance to face teams such as Duke and rival Louisville. 

   The Tigers have underachieved under Josh Pastner, but this year, talent and experience will keep the Tiger faithful happy, and cardiology wings quiet. 

   Reporting from Germantown, I'm Grant Milner, Insight News. 
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